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Everyone organizes his or her mind and physical space differently — gener-

studies how the mind processes and organizes information. How people 
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-
ture, determined over the course of 
its life? What is more important, the 

Eric Chan

time. His company, , has 
-

ning for the future and dealing with the 

– transformative culture –philosophy to 
the highest level of manufacturing and 
consulting through product identity 
and development. 

Known in the contract interiors 

industry for his compelling product 
designs for Herman Miller and , 

issues ranging from transportation im-
provement to humanizing technology. 

“The systems we all use now are 

mutations. Seating, for example, has not 
changed since the Stone Age. The typi-
cal seat height has remained eighteen 

out on a higher order. Using is more 

all the things we use each day that we 

to content on television or the internet. 
How much of it do we need physically 

reduction in manufacturing or infra-

said. “All that means nothing without 

-
thing that is, at its essence, primarily 
cultural.

Cultural DNA

-

how designers can change systems 

Technology is the great deliver-

with someone, anyone, half a world 
-

-

concerned with designing an ever-in-

-

He is also one of the most optimistic 
designers. “Our imagination is our 
greatest asset, and it is an unlimited 

-

consider the source of each material 
and how we can form it regionally. 

from where they are formed. A de-

through the materials they select. ERIC CHAN
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approach is the Kiva Collection
-

tifunctional pieces of furniture for 

The collection includes the Kiva Soft 
Screen, a self-supporting privacy 
screen that is lightweight, translucent 

without additional support material. 

Another example of design that in-
corporates everyday meaningful use is 

the Ribbon Lamp, a product commis-
. 

The Ribbon Lamp

-
ming and color temperature changing 

Ribbon Lamp pre-
miered at the International Contempo-
rary Furniture Fair

The design, which capitalizes on the 

when the arm is fully extended and 

-

sources, the Ribbon Lamp

at a modest price point to encourage 

Seamlessly switching to the contract 

the Foray Chair , designed 
-

-
ing shape, the Foray’s most prominent 

For-
ay incorporates an ergonomic platform 

Harmonic Tilt 
technology. With pivot points at the hip 

Foray mirrors 
-

ing the sitter in contact with the chair 
through all points of recline. 

-

KIVA COLLECTION

KIVA SCREEN RIBBON LAMP
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His methodology for determining what 

-

desire are universal human charac-
teristics. The chief duty of design is to 

then versus now
the old world, you had a few dominant 
players. Size mattered in order to gain 

generation for solutions.
“The newer generation is not afraid 

engine , which operated at a 

past is outmoded. The new economy 

-

of anonymous solvers in the form of 
an open call for solutions. The crowd 
acts as a virtual focus group and sorts 
though all solutions posted, comment-

One could argue that crowd-
sourcing is an good litmus test to see 
if a design is harmonious with the 

of the younger generations that are 
more technologically savvy. “Younger 
generations are more altruistic with 

the popularity of open-source tech-

-

“Once you have an idea, you send it to 

suggests that local manufacturing 

rapid prototyping revolution is soon 

of a chair, a phone, anything. Similar 
-

customize the model of what they want 
-

mation to a local manufacturer, similar 
-

performance is not there yet for rapid 

the next few years.

-
chestration of logic, magic, form, func-
tion and technology provide new insight 

what the future holds for all of us. 
Peter Carey is President of Stream-

line Material Resourcing, a consulting 

their resource libraries. He can be 
reached at pcarey@streamlinemr.com 
or 347-351-1000.FORAY CHAIR
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